Where have our birds gone?
The State of Nature report hig輔ghted that many of our key bird species are dec揃ng,
but in Wales levels have reached c「癌cal申ow levels. Ian Lindsay asks if it is too late?

○認諾諾葦

pe「spe同ve, a la⊂k of

SPA there has been a widely heId perception

SuPPOr再rom conservatlOn agen⊂ies, grOliSe

amc)ng OWners and keepers 。f a negz九ive

management has been a捕blrt abandoned

and obstructlVe a龍直ude towards traditionaI

hig捕g匝ed by the 「e⊂ent St。te O手No他re

and. w船に, UPIand bird popu固ons have

mo○Hand man喝ement. But it was軸s very

report. Behind this. at lea鉦n part, has been

Cr雅hed aねmlngly.

a筒Iu博Ofour con§eⅣ甜on agen⊂ies to

management ‑ heather bumlng and predator

This has been glVen further fo⊂uS by

hamess亡he b「oadest s岬po正什om翫ose

OU「 reCent Study funded by机e Moo南nd

Who owr‑ O「make a剛ngfrom the land or

Assocfation, Whj⊂h analysed the trends o†

to consider the widest range of management

upland birds In the Bervyn §peciaI Protection

〇両ons to add「ess these decines.

Area (SPA) in North Wales. The ̀Be‑Wyn

Thtry years of reliance on protectionist
POIi⊂ies. s手書e desゆ甜ons and ‑⊂Ont調i

of

Other land users has failed to help mllCh

◎

the moor owners

bog and upland heath in Wales and in 1998
ha証e「 me「暗「ed kite劃d pe噌印ne言n
addition言t also supported key popu固ons of

the mant鴫of those sedchg spe⊂ieS reCOVery.

UPland breeding waders

Other. more

On Changes ‑n red grouse n∪mbers and cther

The study focused

謎P「ed牧O「 C〇両n九〇「 even suppIementaγ

upland birds between 1 983 and 2002.取e

危edng. which have been s⊂)e雨龍a=y p「αen

many cther parts of Wales, gr。uSe bags

by our resea「⊂h to 「edress the balance in

Peaked in the early 190Os butthrough a

Certain ci「⊂umstanCeS. ha>e been deemed

ProCeSS O† gradual dec血e, driven grouse

unpaぬtabie by conservation organis郭ons

Shochng and upland keepemg had v血」ally

S飢S請>e tO media sc亜活y.

CeaSed by 199O.

Nowhere in the UK is廿1is better紺ustrated

G涙n sud a n唱和>e産別V S自su中高ng
軸a自nd高duaI5両軸ngわin>故山re与ぬ高g

…there is a

Was des畦nated fo「 its popuぬtions of hen

manageme巾almos自n iso繭on, has remained

optlOnS SUCh

lmPO「軸Iandscape wor甘‑y Of designa畠on"

SuPPOrts the most extensive t「act of blanket

O† our w榔缶During this time habぬ

interver癌onist

⊂〇両調I whi⊂h had p調duced su⊂h an

despe愉te need for a

PartnerShip. between
COnServation agencies
and spor龍ng interests

grouse moors have shunned Wale$ taking

The study showed that between 1 983 and

w祀h宙em宙e函∨隷e inv曲調「e巾廿は白山e

宙an高the upl甜ds ofWales, Whにh on⊂e

2002 red grouse dec血ecl by 54%, and black

SUPPOrted the most productive grouse moors

grouse by 78%・ Today overア5% ○†the er南re

in the UK as well as abundant popu繭ons of

Welsh bぬck grouse popuぬtjon exists on the

Even the hen harrie「; that most iconi⊂ Of

Othe「 birds. Unforlunate母sin⊂e the I 990s,

one remaining keepe購d moor in the Berwyn.

SPeCies, Whose decIine elsevhere is popularly

OWing t。 d‑SeaSe, OVer‑g'也ng and from

0ve「 the same periocl. in the BerW沖SPA

Berwyn Study Facts ( 1983‑2002)
° Red即uSe dec胤鞠by韓%
Q随虎g叩‑絶dec嘘ned叫78% a職d now ove「

7与篤心血e割き鴫W挑h b血也g調uSe

Wdsh岬かd§ SO badIy lack?
And s胡the birds continue to de⊂Iine.

PIaced by直s opponents塊the hands of

la声既′高g became ex師直801den plove「

grouse managers, has屯Ied to bene紅from

de⊂lined from 10 birds to one and

the loss o† up!and managemem for grouse.

⊂面ew de⊂軌ed by 79%,

More than ever, there is a desper孤e

」○○如gわ「 po弱ves, Ca面on

need fo「 a pa巾Ie艇hip b蹟出′ee∩ ⊂On5eNaわn

⊂roW§ increased six‑foId and ravens

鵡e∩⊂ies and spo南g融e唆兜・ Conseいい甜on

doubIed. Among the raptor spedes,

maJnagement

O Lapwing became欧m龍

whe「eas bu乙乙a「ds doub起d in

to be suc⊂eSSfi」=n reversing these declines,

O GoIden p!ov耽dedined from lO blrds to one

abundance and pe「e昌rIneS in⊂reaSed

agencies should embrace g「。USe management

$ Cu青さw d∝l書調合d吋79縛

SeVen‑idd, grOund‑nesters SUCh

劃d小e p「ト!或e inve韓me面正b血統謎a

POPufation e)dsts on one keepered moor

On its own' has faled誹we are

as hen harriers halved and mer"n

po§誼ve con証b両on to biod高e鴫巾￣山ey

Showed n。 ⊂hange.

need to show flexib消ty towards those

0ヰうe龍v函琴南e福decade
of this impor[a雨consen産油on

W遥輔ng t〇品pIement比B庇巾もis °申

des河出00, CO隔SPOnding w軸心e

pれ〇千宙e stoγ壷n寂S W袖山e m○○「
OWnerS tO ProVide the ather hgredieIltS:

abandonme面o† grouse management,

gamekeepers, disease mamgeme競anci

the BeNγn SPA h謎been a

habitat managemerr[ p「og鴫mmes whi〔h are

disappoin血g創u胎There seems

狭小e hea直Of succes如I g「ouse m那agement

圃e dou膜山塊∪刷p旧]aゆ「 cont雨

e康Whe「まく5ee p喝e 24)

a key pa再訪g棚「e m秘nagemen七
is re血roduced to輔s a白雪も宙e

Preductivty of ground‑nesting species
w相only continue to dec臨e・

Since the launch ofthe Bervyn

◎

圃園圏

